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“he Important Position of

By JOHN

CHAPTER XXVIL
CHATTANOOGA AT LAST.
Roscernans  Finlts Before nn Immense
PFroblem—Bragg Apparently Immov-
able im m Mighty Stronghold—Rowse-
crann's Splendid Stemegy — Brugg
Thoroughly Outwitted and Ontmanen-
vercd—Chatinnoogn Falls Without n

Hattle.

The Army of the Cumberland, at the
tonclusion of its superb achievement in
mancéuvering the enemy out of Tulla-
homa and expelling him from Middle
Fennessee, found itself confronted by a
problem and a task of even more gi-
gantic proportions, Bragg's great army,

SCENES OF OPERATIONS IN EAST TENNESSER

Rlmost unhurt, had retired to Chatta-
nooga, behind a deep. navigable river,
and three great mountaln chains, which
rose like veritable walls clear to the
elouds, The crests of these were actual
walls of primeval rock, as solld and per-
pendicular as tho=e of great towers
There were many milles of these, from
100 to 250 feet high, as= stralght up and
flown as If built with a plumb-line and
without a break by which they could be
scaled.

There wa= one narrow gateway
through these glant barriers, where in
some remote geologie period the mighty
waters gathered In the broad valleys of
Eagt Tennessee and southwestern Vir-
ginla had burst through the rock walls
under the towering clif of Lookout
Mountain.

To get at its enemy the Army of the
Cumberiand would have to force itself
through this narrow gateway, whers
Bragg hnd concentrated even a stronger
army than that which he had fought so
flercely at Perryvilie and Stone River.
It seemed a far more difficult problem
than the Army of the Potomac had en-
countéréed on the Chickahominy or the
Army of the Tennessee at Vicksburg.
On the Chickahominy there was a slug-
gleh stream, with wide swamps on elth-
er slde and low biluffs beyond. On the
Rappahannock there were merely the
low bluffz with fortifications The coun-
try was open and rolling. At Vicksburg
there were high bluffs overlooking the
wlide expanse of Missleslppl swamps= and
snorasEes, cut up by an endless tangle of
bayous ind creeks. In this muddy maze
Grant's army had wallowed for four
long montha befora It was able by a
daring stroke 1o galn the high land.

The Army of the Cumberiaund might
have feit glad to exchange problems
with either of Its sister armies; but the
rule of war Is for every onc to attend
ta his own troubles. The Army of the
Cumberland had no thought of asking
any one to take it= job off its hands. It
melrle Jown along the line from Mc-
Minnviile to Winchester, begun repairing
the railroad back to Murfreesbhoro to get
ratlons, and commenced deeply thinking
how to crack this new and harder nut
as successfully as it had the formidabie

Kentucky and Tennessee.

-

McELROY,

come up on the Army of the Cumber-
land's left fiank,
Haolleok's Impnaticoce,

Meanwhile Halleck wias dally prod-
ding Roesecrans to move forward oner-
getically,. He had Brageg on the run—
keep it up. The Army of the Polomae
had driven lLae¢ out of FPennsylvania
after the terrific battie of Gettysburg;
Grant had captured Pemberton's whole
army at Vicksburg. The Confederacy
wns shaken to its foundation=, It might
be that o heavy blow Ly ¢ Army of
the Cumberiand would =cend it toppling.

As usual, Rosecrans had no end of
reasons and pretexts for not being in a
hurry. Some were good « not. The
numerous rillroad bridges between Tul-
lahoma and the Tennessec had all been

one of Tullahoma., There was no doubt

destroved. He would have to restore
them and the railroad in order to feed
his army. He must also accumulate a
store of supplles agalnst any interrup-
tion of the railroad to hi=z rear. He
ranted to walt until the corn was ripe
In August to provide forage for his cav-
alry. He wanted to make a Breat mag-
azine at Tracy City, and needed a spe-
cial narrow-gage locomotive bullt to run
on the branch rallroad connecting that
place with the main line. It took until
Aug. 12 to build this, and It was scurce-
Iy used.
Rosecrana's Strategie Genlus.

Agaln Rogecrans's estrategle genlus
shone out brilliantly—even more bril-
liantly than in the Tullthoma campnign.
Whatever fault may be found with
Rosecrins in other respects, his strategy
elleits only unstinted pralse, Again he
made a most echaustive planning and
preparatlion for his work, with every
detall carefully worked out., It was a
gigantic game of chess, over a bhoard
150 miles square, with corps, divisions,
brigades and hatteriecs—infantry, cav-
alry and artillery—for the pleces, and
all moved with the utmost precision and
=kill. Agaln Brage was completely out-
witted and outmaneuvered. Knowing
full well the diMcultles of an advance
upon his fmmediate front, Bragg was
wedded to the bellef that Rosecrans
wollld strike at Brage's right, us he had
done at Tullahoma. This would take
him by the way of Sparta, the Cumber-
land Barrens, the Sequatchie Valley and
over the lafty wall of Walden's Rldge.
It was by thils route that Bragg had
turned Buell's left the previous Som-
mer, and its difficulty had made ft un-
bellevable to Buell, in splte of all that
Thomas could say. Bragg was the type
of military men that bhelleve devoutly in
precedents, and he thought that Hose-
crans would follow the route he had
taught the Union commanders, Prob-
ahbly the strongest reason, however, was
that by so dolng Rosecrans wonld touch
elbows with Burnside advancing Into
Enst Tennessee, and the two armies
would be in supporting dlstance of each
other,

Agaln Rosecrans carefully nourlshed
this idea in Bragg's mind by every pos-
sihle device. He sent Sherldan forwnrd
to Bridgeport and Stevenson, with his
Alvizion, to make an obvlous feint along
the Tennessee River; his cavalry dem-
onstrated down into Alabama as far as

in the mind of any enlisted man that| Huntsville, apparently for the sume pur-

in the end Brugg would he whipped u:ld%
of

driven out of Chattanodga, in splte
his river and mouniain walls, Though
the way It was golng to be done was not
apparent, ite certainty Iin the near fu-
ture did not admit of discussion,

HBur te C

In the meanwhile the long-delayed
Burnside expedition to relleve the hero-
1o lovaulsts of East Tennesste wWas gel-
ting in motion, and would cover the left
flank of the Army of the Cumberiand,
It had been delaved, first, by the neces-
rity of sending reinforcements to Gen.
Grant, which had taken away two di-
vision® of the Ninth Corps, and, second-
1y, by the Morgan raid, which had dis-
organized all the cavairy. Parke's Di-
visions of the Ninth Corps were now
coming back to Kentucky, but the men
were sadly shattered by thelr service In
the malarious lowlands around Vicks-
burg, &nd needed rest and toning up.
The cavalry needed rest, recuperation
und refitting aftér its 700-mile race in
pursuit of the Great Ralder. Burnside,
though every one expected that his first
stroke would be at Cumberiand Gap, did
not want to give the enemy & hint of
his proposed course untll] he had the
whole of the Army of the Ohlo we!l In
hand., Therefore he would not advance
‘the troops In Kentucky untll the divi-
elons of the Ninth Corps wers returned

|to him and ready to move. So July
- went by, and August was filllng up Its

td &
ie,

pose, while his establishment of a great
depot at Tracy Clty seemed to polnt
conclusively to a movement by the oth-
er flank, and prisoner: who were cap-
tured were allowed to sscape aftepr sve-
Ing elaborate preparations for a move-
ment across the mountains to Bragg's
right.

Brugg hecame =o sure of this that he
called in Buckner from noxviile te
save him from the combinel armies of
Burnside and Rosecrans, and hive his
ald in defending Chattanooga, Ruck-
ner hid at that time batwean 10,000 and
20,000 effectives, He jolned RBragg with
bhalf of these, and sent the other half
nnder Gen. Samuel Jones to defend the
borders of Virginla. Thusz Burnside had
an onopposed march to Knoxville,

Hoseerann's Plan.

Rosecrane’s plan was so daring in its
conception that Bragg was to an extent
Justified In leaving its possibility out of
his calculations. It was no less than to
strike boldly across the high mountains
south of Chattanooga for Rome and
Dalton, which were on Bragg's line of
communications, If he succeeded in
reaching them he would have Bragg In
4 trap, and any way Bragg would have
to come out of Chattanooga to fight for
them on ground that Rosecrans would
choose, If Rosecrans succeesded {n reach-
ing Dalton, Bragg would have to at-
tack him on the palisades of Rocky-
Faced Ridge.

'wheaf of days before he was ready to

The difficuities in the way of carrying

out this plan were enormous—bevond
description, In the first place, the army
would have to get across the Tennessee
River, a deep, rapld stream, upon which
steamboats of considerable size ran. It
was to be expected that Bragg would
have It carefully guarded, and not per-
mit its passage without severe fighting,
into which a large part of his army
would be drawn. Once across the Ten-
nessée the army would be confronted
by Sand or Rarcoon Mountaln, a lofty
range, with precipitous sides, and onk
barrens, destitute of water, on Iits
summit. It wnas crossed by few
exceedingly rough roads. Next came
Lookout Valley and Creek, be-
vond which rosa the frownling
pallsades of Lookout Mouniain, some
1,200 feet above the surface of the Ten-

back of him, and kep' his small brigade
in constant motion $o as to muagnify his
numbers. ' During *he daylight they
were galloping apound from one of the
fords to another, as If to start a cross-
ing. and kept the enamy's troops In
motion to oppose these, Buglers were
busy sounding the calls et different
points In the woods, great campfires
were started, and at night the enemy
could hear chopping, hammering and
sawing as If boats were bullding for a
crossing, and this Illmsion was kept up
by pleces of boards thrown into the
creeks.  They flouted down past Chat-
tanooga, and Impressed the enemy's
watchmen with the belief that pontoons
were being constructed in many of the
available places above the tawn. The
enemy was kopt busy watching, fortify-

nessgec,  There were but three passages
this—one a wagon road which)|

around the base of the moun-

acro
wousnad
at Johnston's Crook, 268 miles rruml
Chattanooga, and the third at Winston's |
Gap, 42 miles from Chattanooga,

Three miles enst of Chattanoogn was
Missilon Ridge which would have to
be erossed. FEast of thls was Plgeon
Mountain. a =tl! higher range, branch-
ing out from Lookout Mountain, and
St farther enst was Tavlor's Ridge, a
high, precipitous range, behind which
wis Dalton,

The army was () take along with it
rations for 256 days and ammunition
sufficient to fight two great battles,

The Army Moves.,

Early in August Halleck sent speelfic
orders to Rosecrans <o move at once, but
Rosccrans halted 10 days longer, and It

wias not until Aug. 16 that he left Win-
chester, and set his army in motion, His
orders to It were:

“Gen, Crittenden’s Corps In three col-
umns: Gen. Wood, from Hililsboro, by
lP-:!lmlt‘l. to Therman, in Sequatehle Val-
ey.

“Gen. Palmer, from Manchester by
the most practicable route to Dunlap.

“Gen. Van Cleve, with two brigades

lain where it abutted on the river; uu.rv!

ing and moun‘ing guns all along a front
of some 40 or 60 miles which Wilder
vigorously threatened. After mnight
Walden's Ridge was ablaze with cmp-
fires. It s=eems strange that Brageg
should have been =0 completely decelv-
od, because he should have penetrated
through the thin line that Wilder had
stretched out and ®eeén how ttle thera
wasg behind I, He did not, however,
but remained so firmly convinced that
his maln danger was to come from
above Chattanooga that he left the
highly-important erossings of the river
helow it weakly defended, and the main
army crossed 8t severnl points without
any serious opposition,

Crossing the Tenueance,

While Wilder wns making all this row
In front of Chattanooga, Crittenden,
with the Twenty-first Corps, was mov-
Ing out from Manchester, McMinnvilla
and Hillsboro for the Bequutchie Val-
ley. Crittenden =ent one brigade to
Poe's Crossroads, about 15 miles north
of Chatianoogn, and another brigade
wns gent to help Wilder maintain his
bobbery.

Aug. 31 Crittenden was ordered to
move down the wvalley and cross the
Tennessee at Bridgeport, Shell Mound
and Batlle Creck, He erossed the river
Sept. 3, and was then ordered to move
directly up the rallroad toward Chattu-

noagE.

Gen. Thomas, of the Fourteenth
Corps, rent Gen. Hrannan's Division
across the Tennessee at Battle Creek,
Gen. Balrd's at Bridgeport, Gen. Neg-
ley’s at Caperton’s Ferry and Gen. Rey-
nolds’s at Shell Mourld

On the extreme right Gen. A. MeD.
McCook, commanding | the Twentieth
Corps, threw a pontodn bridge acr s
the river at Caperton's Ferry; Heg's
Brigade of Davis's Divikion manned the
pontoons, rowed across the river, drove
away the enemy’s pickéts and advanced
to the top of Sand 'Mountain. The
bridge wus then completed, the rest of
the division followed, gnd on the night
of Aug. 30 encamped on top of Sand
Mountain. Sheridan’s Divislon helped
bulld a bridge at Bridgeport, and cross-
ed the river, marching to Trenton, In
Lookout Valley. Johnson’s IMvision
crossed at Caperton’s Ferry, and the
corps as & whole ¢rossed Sand Moun-
tain  Into Lookout Valley, opposite
Winston's Gap, which s 42 miles from
Chattanooga, 25 miles” from Caperton's
Ferry, 48 milea from Rome, Ga., and
45 mlles from Dalton, Ga. The pas-
ange of Sand Mountain {nvolved the
=everest labor and th'e hauling up by
hand of the wagons and artillery. In
many places roads had to be cut out or
made by filling up gorges and cutting
down knobs. By Sept 8§ all these move-
ments had been completed, and the
army, excepl those portlons which were
guarding the rear and thoses conducting
the demonstrations In front of Chatta-
nooga, was concentrated {n Loakout
Valley from Wauhatchie, six or seven
miles from Chattanooga, to Valley
Head, 33 milles distant. The first part
of the movement was now a magnifi-
cent success, but the cloud-capped pal-
lsado of Lookout Mountain iay between
he army and Bragg in Chatianooga.

from McMinnville—the third being left
In garrigson there—by the most practi-
cable route to Plikeviile, the head of the
Sequatchie Valley,

“Col. Minty's cavalry to move on the
left by Sparta, to drive back Dibrell's
eavalry toward Kingston, where the
enemy’s mounted troops, under Forrest,
were concentrated, and then, covering
the left flank of Van Cleve's column, to
proceed to Plikeville,

“The Fourteenth Corps, Maj-Gen,
Geo, H. Thomas commanding, to move
as follows:

“Gen. Reynolds, from University, by
way of Battle Creek, to take post con-
cealed near its mouth,

“Gen. Brannan to follow him.

"Gien. Negley to go to Tantallon and
halt on Crow Creek, between Anderson
and Stevenson.

“Gen. Baird to follow him and camp
near Anderson.

“The Twentleth Corps, Maj.-Gen. A,
MeD. MeCook commanding, to move
as follows: !

“Gen. Johnson by Salem and Larkin's
Fork to Bellefonte,

“Gen, Davis by Mount Top and Crow
Creek to near Stevenson.

“The three brigades of cavalry by
Fayetteville and Athens, to cover the
line of the Tennessee from Whiteshurg
up.

“On his arrival in the Sequatchie
Valley, Gen. Crittenden to =end a bri-
gade of infantry to reconnolter the
Tennes=e¢e near Harrison's Landing, and
take post at Poe's Crossroads, Minty
to reconnolter from Washington down,
and take post at Emith’s Cressroads, and
Wilder's Brigade of mounted infantry
to reconnojter from Harrison’s Landing
to Chattanooga and be supported by a
brigade of Infantry, which Gen. Crit-
tenden was to send from Therman to
the foot of the eustern glope of Wal-
den's Ridge, In front of Chattanooga.”

The game day Gen. Burnside began
his sdvance upon Cumberland a&nd
Knoxville, and was soon approaching
an allnement with the Army of the
Cumberland.”

Col. Wilder's Movements.

The movements were made preclsely
as ordered, and executed with the
greatest prompiness and energy. Wild-
er's and Minty's Brigades udvanced
across the fequatchle Valley, followed
by Hazen's and Wagner's Hrigndes of!
infantry. They cllmbed the lofty sum-
mit of Walden's Ridge, where they|
came into plain sight of Chattanooga
and there made a great display of thelr |
force, bullding brilllant canpfires for|
milles along the summit. The Infantry
halted there and collected thelr stores!
out of reach of ralds by the enemy's|
cavalry, while Wilder pushed down al-|
rectly la front of Chattanooga wand|
Minty went on toward Kingaston to come |
into touch with Burnside's cavalry, The |
indefatigable Wilder at once proceeded |
to c-eate the utmost hullabaloo along!
his side of the river for 40 miles above
Chattanovoga. He brought up his bat-
teries and opened fire directly across|
the river into Chattanooga, and waked |
up the Confederate artillery. After a!
spirited duel In which & man or two
waa killed on either side, Capt. Lilly, |
18th Ind. Battery, succeeded In silenc- |
ing the enemy’'s batterles aund In dis-
abling some of their bouts. Quite a
heavy force of cavalry could be seen
across the river and much infantry, Ai
pontoon was seen in readiness to swmxl

across the river for a moyvement, All
the same, Wilder continued hig demon-

strations s If he had the wholes army

dent the 82d 0. Mounted Imfantry to

Bragg, however, had been demoralized
by the apparition &6f this Immensa force
from a totally unexpeoted direction. He
wius, a® he confesded to his subordinate
Generals, utterly ptezled by “the pop-
ping out of rats from so many holes'
Rogecrans had made demonstrations all
plong the river from Whitesburg to
Blythe's Ferry, a distance of 1560 miles,

Crossing Lookout Mouninin.

Hosecrans at once Issued orders for
Crittenden to demonstrate strongly di-
rectly up the rallroad and wagon road
around the nose of Lookout Mountaln
against Chattanooga, while Thomas
should scale Lookout Mountaln at John-
son's Crook, near Trenton, and MeCook
croesed at Valley Head. Gen., Thomas
advanced Negley's Divislon to lead in
scaling Lookout Mountain, and Beatty's
Brigade led the division In the direction
of Steveénson’s Gap. The 18th Ohlo suc-
cieeded In reaching the top of Lookout
Mountaln beyond Payne's MIll, whera
théey found the enemy's plckets and
drove them away, securing the forks of
the road on the summit of the moun-
taln., The corps wis closed up well, and
by Inecredible labor succeeded In work-
ing Its trains and artillery forward with
it,

Shrewd Planning and Patient

By Maj. L. P. W

8o many different storles In regard to
the famous tunnel of Libby Prison have
been published that I feel like adding
mine to the number,

How to get out of Libby was at all
times an absorbing tople. Every means
of escape was studied over, dlscussed
and carefully considered, until at last
a few enterprising men came to the
conclusion that a tunnel was a practical
scheme, and early In January, 1564,
commenced the work, which requlred
weeks of patient and vigorous toil to
bring to n practical ending.

Col. Thos. E. Rose, of the T7th Pa.,
orgianized a tunneling squad, consisting
of about eight men who were known to

LIBBY PRISON

be discreet, with neo *“leaky' gualities,

and could keep the secret from their

best friends. A general knowledge

throughout the prison of what was boe-

ing done would have Insured Its failure.
The Beginnlog.

The work was begun one night after
“lights out” by making a passage in the
back of the fireplace in the kitchen, so
as to reach the cellar below, by digging
downward through the masonry work
c¢f the chimney a hole large enough for
a man to descend to a flue on the oppo-
gite side. In thls flue they hung a rude
kind of rope ladder, by which the work-
men could pass up and down with com-
parative easc,

Every morning just before davlight
the workmen would come up and care-
fully replace the bricks in the back wall
of the chimney, so that all appearance
of an opening to the cellar was eareful-
Iy concealed. A cooking-stove mat In
front.- of this fireplace and a barrel
usually occuplied a place near the stove,
both of which assisted in hiding the
work.

After reachlng the cellar an opening
to the outside was what was wanted,
and to accomplish this a tunnel under
the strect east of the bullding was com-
menced. The cellar was Immediately
under the prison hospital, and was used
only for the storage of hoxes, straw,
ete., and was never visited at night.

The tunnel was started on a level with
the floor of the celiar, which made it
about five feet under ground, by plek-
ing the bricks and stones out of the
thick wall until a hole was opened
large enough to admit the body of
good-slzed man,

The Dirt Carrier.

The work was continued by digging
with knives and a chisel, the dirt ecar-
rled back Into the cellar and concealed
under the straw, with which the floor
was covered several Inchea deep; a large
wooden spittoon was used for carrying
the dirt off. As the work progressed
ropes were fastened to two sldes of It
#0 that 1t could be drawn in and out of
the excavation, This work was neces-
sarlly very slow, as the air would soon
become mpure and candles burn but a
few minutes at a time, the workmen
being compelled to come out and allow
fresh afr to flow In, a= no method could
be adopted for successfully ventllating

L.

Thu= Inch by Inch the work progress-
ed with the greatest secrecr and cau-
tion. Careful watchfulness was kept
up night and day tn see that the plan
was not discovered,

A Nearly Fatal Mistake.
On Sunday night. Feb, 7, an error
occurred whilch nearly proved fatal to

ln:ull to ascertiln

the enterprise. It Lad been very diffi-

THE LIBBY PRISON

AS IT ATFPEARED

TUNNEL.

Labor Rewarded With Success

Hard Journey Through Bitter Cold to the Union Liges.

i

ILLIAMS, 734 Ind.

Lad succeeded In geiting out safely, by
an eager crowd had
Impatiently
ones,
¢ither mallclounly or mistakenly, raized
an alarm that the guards were coming,
I supposed
that all was discovered, and was think-
ing of retiring to my blanket, but soon
found that it was a false alarm, and
together,
that |
I led o and got
into the chimnuey and secized the rojpe,
but in my ecagerness did not grasp It
tight enough, and it stipped through my
hands and 1 dropped to the bottom of
went
it was 30 feet

which time quite
gathered In the
awalting their turn,

room
when some

and o stampede occurred,

| quickly gathering my squad
we took advantage of the quiet
followed the uproar.

the ecellar, and it geemed as 1
down the chimney that
decp at least,

IN 1%63-'f4

We
tunnel,
quickly
through 1w
down sl wor
that positioe
tunne] I gt
which I ha
bundle as

the mouth of
stiurted in,
In order to
necesary to e o
salf through
the middle of ti
1 by my overcoal.
up into as small

getting In by b

were soon at
and
ot
tat
K oneg's in
5 hout 1
favstomn
rovdledd

1
i
poasinle,

MAFP USED BY THE

side and completely wedging me fast
My only chance to get loose was to
back out a few feet, and as some one
was following close at my heels T was
compelled to give him a few vigorous
kicks, when he retired a short distance,
and I was relieved. How long that
place seemed. I would have saild it was
at least 100 vards instead of only about
60 feet, The roar of the noise as we
criwled through was to me llke the
sound of wagons In a covered bridge.

The Exit.

The opening from the tunnel eame
up under an old shed with a plank fence
beween the exit and the guard line
around the prison.

A vacant lot led from this shed to-
ward Canal strect, with a ciarriage house
to be passed through before reaching
it. The sentinels were on a llne with
the front of the carriage house, and be-
fore going into the =treet it was neces-
wait untll the guards turned
ks and moved off In the oppo-
site direction A lurge wiarchouse near
this shwed wits used 1o =tore hundreds of
boxes contiining clothing and provi-

1o

the exact width of the lrxi-un that hud been sent to the prison- | neither sald @ word nor fired at us, ang

the
1

At preclsely 1:30 o'clock at night the
party with whom I made my escape
left the prison and passed out en tho
street, free men. Thers were five In
our squad, made up of Maj. J. P. Col-
ling and Capt. MeCaslin Moore, of the
20th Ind.: Capt. John W. Lewis of the
4th Ky, Cav.; Capt. Matthew Boyd and
myself, of the 734 Ind.

In the Street.

Upon reaching the strest wa moved
oft at a rapid walk untll we got some
distance from the prison, when we turn-
ed our course to the northwest, passing
by two or three hospitals, which were
guarded. but fortunately the sentinels
did not challenge us. Near one of thesa
hozpitals T met with a delay that came
near causing me to lose my comrades,
[ was walking near the top of a small
but very steep hill, over which straw
had been emptied from the hoxpital
bheds, Stepping on this straw, it gave
way beneath me and I slipped to the
bottom and before I could again get to
the top my companions were out of
sight—they had not missed me—and I
had hard vork to overtake them.

Out of Michmond at Last,

When near the outside of Richmond
we left the main streets, belleving they
were picketed, and. golng out through
and bywavs, pa the fortifica-
tions around the city thout difficulty.
We struck the Virginia Ce il Rail=-
road, and followed it north 4 few miles,
Intending, If 1 entirely
north of

eht

Tints =2geq]

Tie

I ving tha
waonds, and
Il over logs

rn hushes and

ralirofd

A= the night
and stamps, Ints the
brambic= and tore our clo & aml were
generally very uncomfortable,

By dawn we had made ¢ight or nine
miles, and a= davlight was coming we
were compelled to hunt a place of con-
cealment, v h we found very difficutt,
as thers was no undergrowth to furnish
a hiding place. We penetrated into the
wied bui ecould not get out of sight,
Eve vhoers * found ourseives too neag
some dwelling, and outhouses were une
safe. It was now fully light, ¢
coulid go no further we crept
smull forest in plain sight of a
road, along which we saw many persong
pass during the day, and I 1
poor concealment was our sufety, as ng
one thought it necessary to =earch in §
wood where every tree and log appeared
to he exposed,

A Haw, Cold Day.

was very raw and cold, an
suffered greatly. It was the Iungt‘n!
I ever pazsed. It seemed as thougl
hovrs, as we lay flat og
Erour spenking except I
lowest volee, shivering nnd anxlouy

wix dark, o

Zot

t

The day
e
Ly

MuLes W

i
[l

AUTHOR IN HIS ESCAPE.

-
and longing for the shades of evening.
Strange to say, I felt no hunger; anxiety
and mental strain had obliterated all
appetite, and I could not have caten of
the cholcest food had it been at my
command.

Euach party on leaving the prison had
rélled upon his own judgment as to
the course to pursue. I had succeeded
In prison in making an accurite c¢opy of
a map of that part of Virginia, not bhe-
Ing able to get one otherwise, which
proved of the greatest value,

As soon as dark we moved on, taking
an easterly directioa, guided by the
north star. During the night we crossed
the headwaters of the Chickahominy
River, and, wading lts swamps until
morning, we were soaking wet and
thoroughly futigued. At dawn we came
to a cedar thicket and went a few hun-
dred vards into it, where we buillt a fire
to dry our clothes and get o littla
| warmth, but had scarcely begun to gef
| comfortable when one of our party dis«
covered a man near by with 2 gun, In
moment wie hul vanished, expecting
hear a bullet whistle after us, Ha

i

On the right McCook's Corps, after
prodigious Inbor, succeeded In crossing
Lookout Mountain by Winston’s Gap
and reaching Alpine, Ga., where Car-
Hu's Brigade went €0 the support of the
cavalry which was pusiing back that of
the enemy.

On the left Gen. Crittenden sent for-
ward Col. Harker on o reconnolssance
to the nose of Lookout Mountain, and
found it guarded by a heavy force of the
enemy, which was protecting, us was
subsequently learned, the withdrawal of
the enemy fromi Chattanooga, Gen.
Thomas pushed Negley still farther for-
ward across Mlmlu? Ridge to McLe-
more’s Cove, on_the/road through Dug
Gap, where he found a strong force of
the enemy, consiting of Infantry, cav-
alry and artillery, Thereupon Thomis
closed up bhis three remalning divislons
in support of Negley.

Rumors were elrculating through the
army that Bragg had retréated from
Chattanooga, and Sept. 9 Gen. Reynolds

make & reconnolssance along the top of

£Continued on page two.) -
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street, and for thuat reason it was hard
to tell just where the tunnel =hould ond,
When, as thought, the proper distance
had been reached, the diggers worked
thelr way to the surface, but to their
dismay found they were some distance
short of the proper place, and were
emerging almost under the feet of the
gentry.

The work was continued by filling up
the place as well as posasible, and going
on with the excavation until the proper
distunce was reached, when an opening
wis made to the surface,

The Momentous Night.

Tuesday night, Feb, 9, wasa the time
fixed to try the escape, About dark on
that evening the plans began to be
whispered from cone to another. The
order of departure had been arranged,
so that all who worked on the tunnel
were to go first, the friends whom thay
had sglected to go next in regular order.
After that all others as best they could.
It was a slow process, getting down the
chimney, crossing the cellar and cruwl-
ing through the tunnel

The first man passed out about 7 p.
m, and after him & number of others

LIBRY

PRISON AND TUNNEL.
e their friends, The=e boxes had
been repeatedly robbed by soldiers or
citizens hanging about the vicinity,

It was my opinion at the time that
the guards must have sesn some of us,
but thinking it wus u raid being made
on the Yankee boxes, paid no attention
to it., A Lieutenant of the guard after-
wards corroborated this,

The author of “New Yankee Doodle™
versified this scene, as follows:

“Through tunnel, patiently scooped out
Beneath the sentry’s beat,

One hundred captured otficers
Stand free upon the street,

The rebs on guard see dusky forms
Diverging from the shed,

Where Abe's great boxes of suppliles
Were stored; they only sald:

‘Our boys are out agnin to-night
A-confiscating things.'

And ere they turned again, the forms
Had somehow taken wings;

And off through lane and wood and

Ewamp

The scattered patriot band,

Hound-hunted, sore and famished,.all
Aro headed for ‘God’s Land.' "™

we never knew who he was or what he
wanted,
A Comrade Left Behind.

We ran for a considerable distance,
and when we halted found Capt. Lewis
broken down, and he was compelled to
give up the struggle, as he could travel
no farther. He Insisted on us leaving
him, This we regretted to do, but as it
was his wish we parted with him. To
us {t was elther liberty and happiness
or a return to imprisonment and starva-
tion, and we chose the former and left
him with our prayers and good wishes.
He was recaptured that day and ree
turned to prison.

Every step of our way had now to be
taken with the utmost caution, for we
knew that by this time the whole coun=
try was aroused, and using every possi-
ble means to retake us; the woods were
infested with bushwhackers and scouts,
and every road guarded by pickels.

We kept closely concealed in the
thickest forests, and traveled as little as
possible by daylight, oftentimes seeln,
from our concealment soldiers boi

(Continued e page twe.)
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